This chapter builds on the first five chapters in this handbook that explained the research design typology. The focus here is on organizing and conducting scholarly literature reviews. This chapter is intended to serve as a guide for practitioners to apply and integrate the research design typology layers into a scholarly manuscript. In contrast to the broad scope of the first five chapters, this chapter concentrates on how to integrate specific components of the typology, regardless of which ideology the researcher holds on the continuum (positivist, post-positivist, pragmatist, interpretivist, or constructivist).
Chapter overview
This chapter builds on the first five chapters in this handbook that explained the research design typology. The focus here is on organizing and conducting scholarly literature reviews. This chapter is intended to serve as a guide for practitioners to apply and integrate the research design typology layers into a scholarly manuscript. In contrast to the broad scope of the first five chapters, this chapter concentrates on how to integrate specific components of the typology, regardless of which ideology the researcher holds on the continuum (positivist, post-positivist, pragmatist, interpretivist, or constructivist).
Overview Understanding the literature review
The first key in understanding the expectation of completing a literature review is to consider what a literature review is not. Specifically, it does not include the act of sitting down to complete a review of a work of literature and provide your thoughts on whether it was "good" or "bad" (Fink, 2014 (Boote & Beile, 2005) . When an assignment or activity requires a literature review, the expectation is that the author will review a body of literature. This collection can be any type of material, such as military protocols, but is usually a collection of academic sources. Further, a literature review designed for industry purposes of making informed decisions must include a comprehensive, rather than selective review of all possible documents (Baker, 2000) .
Garrard (2014) defines a literature review as "an analysis of scientific materials about a specific topic that requires the reviewer to carefully read each of the studies to evaluate the study's purpose, determine the appropriateness and quality of the scientific methods, examine the analysis of the questions and answers posed by the authors, summarize the findings across the studies, write an objective synthesis of the findings" (p. 5). This concept of an objective synthesis is important to understand, because in a literature review you are not being asked to provide a stance or an argument for your interpretation. Rather you are being asked to present what is currently known, identify what is not yet understood, and evaluate the literature using a systematic belief (Boote & Beile, 2005) . A key benefit of any literature review is the further dissemination of gathered knowledge to a new audience (Hart, 2003) . Boote and Beile (2005) discussed the importance of students using the exercise of literature review as a necessary preparation for the dissertation process in being able to understand how to properly apply synthesis of the literature in an act of building methodological skill sets. One of the very best examples of how to systematically and methodologically create a literature review is provided by Garrard (2014) in the area of health sciences. While the matrix method by this author is designed for a specific industry, in reality this method can be adopted for any industry with minor adaptions and is a superior method of organizing and conducting a literature review in a way that can be validated and reproduced.
Application and characterisitcs
The significance of Garrad's (2014) theoretical framework for designing a literature review rests in owning the literature. Garrard provides a simple explanation of how to identify the best sources for literature, how to create a paper trail and document the review process, how to select the best documents for inclusion, abstracting, and summarizing research for tracking purposes, synthesizing the literature using the matrix method, and how to store data about the review for later reference. While Garrad's work is usually applied to the health sciences, it can certainly be adapted for business or other academic
